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DETAILED ACTION 

This is a first Office action on the merits for application serial number 10/828,806 
filed 4/21/2004. Claims 1-22 are pending. 

Drawings 

1 . The drawings are objected to as failing to comply with 37 CFR 1 .84(p)(5) 
because they include the following reference character(s) not mentioned in the 
description: 21a (Fig. 11). Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 

1 .121(d), or amendment to the specification to add the reference character(s) in the 
description in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(b) are required in reply to the Office action 
to avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended replacement drawing sheet 
should include all of the figures appearing on the immediate prior version of the sheet, 
even if only one figure is being amended. Each drawing sheet submitted after the filing 
date of an application must be labeled in the top margin as either "Replacement Sheet" 
or "New Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1.121(d). If the changes are not accepted by the 
examiner, the applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective action in 
the next Office action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

Claim Objections 

2. The numbering of claims is not in accordance with 37 CFR 1 .126 which requires 
the original numbering of the claims to be preserved throughout the prosecution. When 
claims are canceled, the remaining claims must not be renumbered. When new claims 
are presented, they must be numbered consecutively beginning with the number next 
following the highest numbered claims previously presented (whether entered or not). 
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Misnumbered claim 23 has been renumbered 22. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

4. Claims 1-6, 13-15, 19-20 and 22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Cross (US Patent 5,598,880). 

a. Regarding claims 1 , 2, 1 3 and 19, Cross discloses a trim member of a soft 
fabric top treatment (12) having an elongated border constructed of a supple 
material, with a aesthetic and decorative front side (column 1, lines 5-15). The 
opposite backside has a releasable fastener in the form of loops (38) that are 
matable with complementary releasable fasteners in the form of hooks (28) in 
order to attach the treatment (12) to the architectural structural panels (18,20). 

b. Regarding claims 3 and 4, pleating tape (36) is substantially continuous 
along the length of the border. Alternatively, when the pleats are drawn together, 
the loops (38) of the fasteners are drawn together such that a substantially 
continuous line or strip of loops is formed along the backside of the treatment 12 
(column 4, lines 55-61 ; Fig. 3). 

c. Regarding claim 5, the soft treatment (12) is of a fabric material (abstract). 
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d. Regarding claims 6 and 20, the fabric soft treatment (12) is shown 
conforming to a corner formed by substantially planar surfaces intersecting at 
substantially ninety degrees (Fig. 1 , 5). 

e. Regarding claims 14 and 15, when the pleats are drawn together, the 
loops (38) of the fasteners are drawn together such that a substantially 
continuous line or strip of loops is formed along the backside of the treatment 12 
(Fig. 3). In addition, a plurality of discrete fasteners of hooks (58) can be used. 
(Fig. 5). 

f. Regarding claim 22, Cross discloses a trim member of a soft fabric top 
treatment (12) having an elongated border constructed of a supple material, with 
a aesthetic and decorative front side (column 1 , lines 5-15). The opposite 
backside has a releasable fastener in the form of loops (38) that are matable with 
complementary releasable fasteners in the form of hooks (58) in order to attach 
the treatment (12) to the architectural structural panels (18,20) (Fig. 5). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 7-1 1 and 17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Cross (US Patent 5,980,880). 
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a. Regarding claims 7-10, Cross discloses the claimed invention expect for 
the specification of bend radius. It would have been a matter of obvious design 
choice to one of ordinary skill in the art at the same time the invention was made 
to form the soft treatment (12) with a bend radius of either one inch, one-half 
inch, or one-quarter inch, as Cross is concerned with flexibility and creating 
aesthetically pleasing designs. 

b. Regarding claim 1 1 , Cross discloses the claimed invention except the 
treatment (12) being made of acetate, vinyl, paper, acrylic, silk, lace or felt. It 
would have been a matter of obvious design choice to form the treatment out of 
one of these materials, since it has been held to be within the general skill of a 
worker in the art to select a known material on the basis of its suitability for the 
intended use as a matter of obvious design choice. In re Leshin, 125 USPQ. 

c. Regarding claim 17, Cross does not additionally disclose the wall fasteners 
including an internal opening for admitting passage of a mechanical fastener. 
However, it is well known in the art that a fastener with an integral hole, such as 
a predrilled hole, can be used. Therefore it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill at the same time the invention was made to modify Cross to use 
wall fasteners including an internal opening for admitting passage of a 
mechanical fastener, in order to make the fastener easier to install. 

7. Claim 12 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Cross 
(US Patent 5,980,880) in view of Seavey (US Patent 51 1 ,971 ). While Cross discloses 
a treatment (12) that can be used to decorate a room, the treatment does not 
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compromise a plurality of overlapping layers. However, it is notoriously well known in 
the molding art that three-dimensional effects on molding are a desired alternative to flat 
designs. For example, Seavey discloses an architectural decorative border that is 
made up of layers of paper (page 1 , lines 40-65; Fig. 1 ). It would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill at the same time the invention was made to modify Cross to 
comprise a treatment (12) with a plurality of layers, such as taught by Seavey, in order 
to create a more decorative and pleasing border. 

8. Claims 16 and 17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Cross (US Patent 5,980,880) in view of Hanson et al. (US Patent 4,845,910). 
While Cross discloses a plurality of discrete fasteners, the fasteners do not have a 
pressure sensitive adhesive backing covered by a release sheet. However, it is 
notoriously well known in the art that fasteners, particularly hook and loop fasteners, 
can have a pressure sensitive adhesive backing covered by a release sheet. For 
example, Hanson et al. discloses loop tape (24) that has a side of loops (25) and a 
backing of adhesive material in the form of a pressure sensitive coating (26) that is 
protected by a peel off release strip (27) (column 3, lines 45-55). It would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill at the same time the invention was made to modify 
Cross to comprise a fasteners with a pressure sensitive adhesive with a release sheet, 
such as taught by Hanson et al., in order to create an easier to install invention and 
simplify assembly. 

9. Claims 18 and 21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Cross (US Patent 5,980,880) in view of McGowen (US Patent 5,918,435). While 
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Cross discloses a treatment (12) that is releasably attached to the wall, Cross not 
disclose two distinct treatments or molding strips. However, it is well known in the art 
that an advantage of a removable decoration are that the design possibilities are limited 
only by the decorators imagination. For example, McGowen discloses multiple trim 
borders (Figs. 8,9) that can easily be interchanged without damage or mess. Therefore 
it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill at the same time the invention was 
made to modify Cross to include multiple trims, such as taught by McGowen, in order to 
increase the number of decorating possibilities. Cross teaches that a consumer can mix 
and match colors, fabrics and styles (column 6, lines 5-15). 

Conclusion 

10. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Contact Information 
Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Elizabeth A. Rummer whose telephone number is (571) 
272-2246. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday, 8:30- 
5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Naoko Slack can be reached on (571) 272-6848. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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Robert Canfield 
Primary Examiner 




